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1 Introduction  

1.1  Why the Neighbourhood  Development  Plan is important  

1.1.1 The Localism Act  2011 (as amended)  introduced new rights and powers to allow local 

communities to shape new development by working together to prepare neighbourhood 

development plans.  A Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is a powerful tool for shaping 

the development and growth of a local area , based on evidence and the communityõs views.  

The Stevington Neighbourhood Development Plan provides a vision for the future of 

Stevington, and sets out clear planning policies to realise this vision .  

1.1.2 As required by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) these policies meet 

the basic condition s.  These include: 

¶ Having regard to national policy and guidance including the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) and National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) 

¶ Being in general conformity with adopted strategic local polic ies 

¶ Helping to achieve sustainable development  

¶ Not breaching EU obligations. 

1.1.3 In addition, the plan meets the requirements of human rights legislation.  

1.1.4 Stevington Neighbourhood Development Plan forms part of the statutory development plan 

for the area, together with the  new Bedford Borough Council Local Plan 2030 adopted in 

January 2020.  Planning applications must be determined in accordanc e with the policies of 

the statutory development plan, unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  

1.1.5 At the time of inception  it was intended that the  Stevington Neighbourhood Development 

Plan would run concurrently with the second emerging Bedford Borough Local Plan and 

would be effective for the same period 2018 to 2035.  

1.1.6 The recently adopted Bedford Borough Council Local Plan is now scheduled to run only to 

2030, however the working group felt that as our plan evidencing and  development 

estimates have been based to 2035 then the original plan period should remain .  

1.1.7 For this reason, the Stevington Neighbourhood Development Plan will cover the period 2020 

to  year  end 2035 ;  however,  the Parish Council will monitor the effectiveness of the plan  

and, if necessary, consider revising and remaking the Plan during this period .  

1.2  Governance 

1.2.1 Stevington Parish Council will proactively monitor the Neighbourhood Development Plan  for 

the duration of the pe riod that it is i n force.  The P lan will be reviewed against its objectives 

on a rolling basis, every five years from the date it is adopted.  This will act  as a check to 

ensure that the P lan remains relevant to the most recent planning legislation and policies, 

but also that it continues to deliver the housing and related planning needs of the village.  

1.2.2 Monitoring of the Plan will remain the responsibility of the Par ish Council who will appoint 

a Councillor to act as Portfolio H older for the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  The 

Portfolio Holder will be responsible for tracking and evidencing the delivery of the P lan, and 

on a period of not less than every twelve months provide an updat e to the Parish Council on 

the Planõs progress and effectiveness. 
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1.2.3 At the end of the appropriate five -year period the P ortfolio Holder will also be responsible 

for i nitiating a full review of the P lan testing against relevance and deli very and provide a 

recommendation to the Parish Council as to whether the Plan should roll in its current form 

for the following  five -year period, or whether an amendment  or rewrite should be 

considered.  The Parish Council will then review and vote on the recommendation and  if 

necessary will be responsible for resourcing and implementing  any suggested amendments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Park Road looking towards centre of Stevington  
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2 Aims 

2.1 At the  inception of the Neighbourhood Plan Workin g Group it was agreed that it would be 

appropriate  to create  a vision statement that would reflect the development aims of the 

area.  The following vision was agreed upon: 

Stevington is a historic settlement, full of character, within a tranquil, environmentally 

significant, rural landscape.  Future development should meet agreed housing and economic 

needs,  enhancing infrastructure, facilities and amenities, be sustainable, whilst being sensitive 

to Stevingtonõs distinctiveness and valued features, enabling the village to sustain its vibrant and 

thriving community . 

2.2 By analysing the wealth of  community and business feedback we received through the launch 

and òquestion and answeró events and using the evidence obtained through the Plan 

creation process we were able to identify the following primary  planning aims as being those 

most appropriate  and those which also received the strongest support f rom our residents:  

¶ ensure all generations have easy access to community facilities and green open spaces 

encouraging participation in leisure and recreation activities  by protecting and 

enhancing local amenities  

¶ protect and enhance our green space, our distinctive rural landscape views whilst 

protect ing the biodiversity of our local flora and fauna and enhance habitats, links 

between wildlife habitats, sites of special interest and our conservation area  

¶ maintain the separation between local villages to avoid urban creep  

¶ preserve and enhance the historic built environment of our V illage, our heritage assets 

and distinctive end settlement pattern  by supporting sensitive development which 

protects and enriches the landscape and built setting  

¶ provide new housing which is high quality in design, size and materials, is of 

appropriate type, proportionate scale  and is sited in a suitable location  

¶ deliver  a housing growth strategy that is tailored to the needs and context of 

Stevington 

¶ to sustain the vitality, health  and safety of the community so as to ensure that the 

disabled, elderly and infirm are able to remain part of it . 
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3 The Neighbourhood  Development Plan Strategy  

3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) at paragraph 8 states òAchieving sustainable 

development means that the planning system has three overarching objectives , which are 

interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities 

can be taken to secure net gains across each of the different objectives):  

a. an economic objective ð to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, 

by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and 

at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by 

identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;  

b.  a social objec tive ð to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring 

that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of 

present and future generations; and by fostering a well -designed and safe built 

environment, with access ible services and open spaces that reflect current and future 

needs and support communitiesõ health, social and cultural well-being; and 

c. an environmental objective ð to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, 

built and historic environment; inc luding making effective use of land, helping to 

improve biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and 

pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low 

carbon economyó. 

3.2 In order to achieve this it is desirable that the Neighbourhood Development Plan encourages 

positive cooperation between residents, landowners and developers in order to ensure a 

continuing interest in the future of the Village.  

3.3 This is the approach adopted in the Plan and based on this the Parish Council will look to 

engage positively with developers and the statutory planning authority to help guide future 

development in the village.  Planning applicants will be strongly encouraged to meet with 

the Parish Council prior to submitting development plans to allow all parties to be in 

agreement that the proposals meet the aims and policies of the Neighbourhood Development 

Plan and ensure the Parish Council can fully support the application.  

3.4 Stevington Neighbourhood Development Plan recognises that the key development 

opportunities for the Parish for the duration of the plan can adequately be supported within 

the current Settlement Policy Area when taken in conjunction with exception agricultural 

conversions (see SPA section for further details and capacity evidences).  

3.5 The Neighbourhood Development Plan policies take account of the need for growth and look 

to ensure that all future development is sustainable.  

3.6 New housing must deliver homes of quality which contribute to the character of the Village 

and which meet the local needs identified within this plan.  It must be more than an exercise 

in meeting the latest housing ôtargetsõ by the addition of characterless estates on the rural 

fringes of the village, more typical of suburban developments.  

3.7 Housing growth is to be accommodated in a sensitive way and is defined within the Housing 

and Growth Policies section of this document .  This Plan will support modest scale 

development within the defined Settlement Policy Area , with support also being given to 

those proposals that are situated on existing brown field sites, or revitalise derelict or 

redundant build ings. 

3.8 Important green spaces are to be protected and  green wildlife corridors a re to be p romoted 

and supported.  Our historic environment is important to Stevington as it is a key contributor 

to our local distinctiveness, development must not detract or compromise this heritage 

asset. 
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3.9 Our Plan is supportive of new employment development of  appropriate scale within the 

village and will actively promote additional recreational facilities that encourage a healthier 

lifestyle.  
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HO1 BBC Policies Map - this map details the current Bedford Bo rough Council Local 

2030 Plan Policy areas, each have key material considerations for potential 

planning applications.   

  

 


















































































































